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Purpose  of  the  Bulletin 


The  purpose  of  this  bulletin  is  to  provide  students  and  teachers  of 
Social  Studies  33  with  information  about  the  diploma  examinations 
scheduled  for  the  1996-97  school  year. 

This  bulletin  includes 

• descriptions  of  the  Social  Studies  33  diploma  examinations  that  will 
be  administered  in  January,  June,  and  August  of  1997 

• the  objectives  to  be  tested 

• the  blueprints  for  the  multiple-choice  questions  and  writing 
assignments  of  the  examination 

• the  scoring  criteria  that  will  be  applied  by  markers  to  student  writing 
in  the  1996-97  school  year 

• descriptions  of  the  acceptable  standard  and  the  standard  of 
excellence 

We  rely  on  teachers  to  share  the  contents  of  this  bulletin  with  students, 
particularly  the  sample  questions  and  writing  assignments,  and  the 
scoring  criteria. 

The  information  in  this  bulletin  applies  only  to  the  1996-97  school  year 
and  will  be  updated  every  September. 

If  you  have  questions  or  comments  about  the  contents  of  this  bulletin, 
please  contact: 

Elana  J.  Scraba,  Assistant  Director  Student  Evaluation  Branch 

Humanities  Diploma  Examinations  Alberta  Education 

e-mail:escraba@edc.gov.ab.ca  Devonian  Building,  West  Tower 

11160  Jasper  Avenue 

Tim  Coates  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5K  0L2 

Social  Studies  33  Examination  Manager 

e.mail:tcoates@edc.gov.ab.ca  Telephone:  403-427-0010 

Fax:  403-422-4200 

To  call  toll-free  outside  Edmonton,  dial  310-0000. 


Teachers  may  also  wish  to  refer  to  the  document  entitled  General 
Information  Bulletin,  Diploma  Examinations  Program  (1996-97 
School  Year),  which  provides  administrative  information  about  the 
diploma  examinations  for  1997.  This  publication  is  distributed  to  all 
senior  high  school  principals. 
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Important  Dates  in  the  1996-97  School  Year 


Administration  of  the  Social  Studies  33  Examination 


Date 

Time* 

Friday,  January  24 

9:00-  11:30  A.M. 

Monday,  June  23 

9:00-  11:30  A.M. 

Thursday,  August  14 

9:00-  11:30  A.M. 

* The  examination  is  designed  for  a writing  time  of  2 1/2  hours. 
Students  will  have  an  additional  1/2  hour  to  complete  the 
examination. 


Scoring  of  the  Examination 


Date 

Scoring  Dates** 

January 

February  6 (Group  Leaders) 

February  7-9  (Marking) 

June 

July  2 (Group  Leaders) 

July  3-6  (Marking) 

August 

August  16 

**  Please  note:  All  dates  are  tentative.  Student  Evaluation  Branch 
staff  will  phone  recommended  markers  prior  to  each  marking 
session  to  confirm  participation,  and  the  dates  and  times  for 
marking.  Dates  will  also  be  announced  in  the  early  September  letter 
that  the  Student  Evaluation  Branch  sends  to  superintendents 
requesting  the  names  of  recommended  markers. 
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Notes  of  Interest  for  Teachers  and  Students 


Additional  Diploma  Examination  Administrations 

Alberta  Education  is  increasing  the  number  of  administrations  of 
diploma  examinations  to  accommodate  students’  examination  needs 
more  effectively.  For  the  1996-97  school  year,  the  following 
diploma  examinations  will  be  offered  in  November  and  April  in 
addition  to  the  examinations  already  offered  in  January,  June,  and 
August. 


Thursday,  November  7,  1996  9:00-1 1:30  A.M.  English  30,  Part  A 

1:00-3:00  P.M.  English  30,  Part  B 


Friday,  November  8,  1996  9:00-1 1:30  A.M.  Mathematics  30 


Thursday,  April  17,  1997  9:00-1 1:30  A.M.  Social  Studies  30 

Friday,  April  18,  1997  9:00-1 1:30  A.M.  Biology  30 

The  November  and  April  examinations  will  be  available  only  to 
students  who  have  school  marks  in  the  courses  and  to  individuals 
having  mature  student  status. 


All  students  must  pre-register  to  write  diploma  examinations  in 
November  and  April;  walk-ins  will  not  be  allowed.  Students 
should  contact  their  school  principal  for  application  forms  and  for 
the  location  of  the  nearest  writing  centre.  The  application  deadline 
dates  for  the  November  and  April  writings  are  October  11,  1996, 
and  March  27,  1997,  respectively. 


Guide  for  Students 


A publication  written  for  students  called  Students  First:  A Guide  for 
Students  Preparing  to  Write  the  Social  Studies  33  Diploma 
Examination  is  available  in  each  senior  high  school.  See  your  principal 
or  department  head  for  the  black  line  master.  This  publication  contains 
suggestions  for  exam  preparation  and  exam  writing  suggestions.  The 
Student  Evaluation  Branch  highly  recommends  that  students  and 
teachers  examine  this  document  early  in  the  term  to  prepare  for  the 
Social  Studies  33  Examination.  Parents  will  also  find  this  to  be  a 
useful  publication. 
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Word-Processed  Examinations 


Students  who  normally  use  a word  processor  for  extended  writing  may 
choose  to  complete  writing  assignments  on  a word  processor  provided 
schools  follow  the  directives  in  the  Policy  for  Writing  Diploma 
Examinations  with  Word  Processors.  Students  who  use  word 
processors  are  allowed  the  standard  word-processing  “tools”  (e.g., 
spellcheck)  that  are  in  the  school-owned  software.  Schools  planning  to 
have  students  write  examinations  with  word  processors  must  register  in 
advance  with  Alberta  Education.  Please  refer  to  the  policy  for  details. 
The  complete  policy  is  in  the  1996-97  School  Year  General 
Information  Bulletin,  Diploma  Examinations  Program. 


Student  Requests  for  Rescores 

Students  may  request  a rescoring  of  their  diploma  examinations. 

Before  applying  for  a rescoring,  students  should  check  their  Diploma 
Examination  Results  Statement  to  find  out  the  distribution  of  marks. 
The  mark  for  the  machine-scored  questions  is  not  likely  to  change  as  a 
result  of  a rescore,  but  the  written-response  mark  could  change  slightly. 
Students  should  remember  that  the  rescored  mark  will  be  the  final  mark 
whether  it  increases  or  decreases. 

Students  who  decide  to  have  an  examination  rescored  must  ensure  that 
their  application  is  received  before  the  deadline  specified  on  the 
results  statement.  The  fee  for  rescoring  each  examination  is  $26.75, 
which  includes  GST.  If  a diploma  examination  mark  is  increased  by 
5%  or  more  as  a result  of  rescoring,  the  fee  is  refunded. 


Student  Requests  for  Rewriting 

Students  may  rewrite  a diploma  examination  in  any  regularly 
scheduled  administration.  Students  must  apply  to  the  Student 
Evaluation  branch  by  November  15,  1996,  and  April  15,  1997,  to  be 
eligible  to  write  the  January  and  June  diploma  examinations.  The  fee 
for  rewriting  each  examination  is  $26.75,  which  includes  GST.  (For 
more  details,  see  the  General  Information  Bulletin.) 
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Children  in  Need  of  Protective  Services 

If  a student  who  is  under  18  years  of  age  and  indicates  in  his  or  her 
writing  that  he  or  she  is  a victim  of  physical  or  sexual  abuse,  the 
markers  are  required  by  law  to  refer  the  paper  to  Social  Services. 
Social  Services  is  required  to  investigate  situations  that  suggest  that 
children  might  require  protection. 


Information  for  Markers 

The  writing  assignments  will  be  scored  by  Social  Studies  33  teachers 
selected  from  those  who  have  been  recommended  as  markers  to  the 
Student  Evaluation  Branch  by  their  superintendents. 

Qualifications  To  qualify  for  recommendation  by  a Superintendent,  a teacher  must 

have  taught  Social  Studies  33  for  two  or  more  years  (or  four 
semesters),  be  currently  teaching  Social  Studies  33,  and  have  a 
Permanent  Professional  Certificate. 

Dates  for  Recommendation  Teachers  who  wish  to  be  recommended  as  markers  for  January 

1997  should  contact  their  superintendents  before  October  1, 1996. 
Teachers  who  wish  to  be  recommended  as  markers  for  June  and 
August  1997  should  contact  their  superintendents  before 
March  1, 1997. 

Criteria  for  Selection  More  teachers  are  recommended  as  markers  by  superintendents  than 

are  required  by  the  Student  Evaluation  Branch  for  any  one  marking 
session.  The  following  criteria  are  considered  when  markers  are 
selected  for  a particular  marking  session: 

• experience  as  a marker  (generally,  first-time  markers  are  given 
priority) 

• regional  representation  (by  zone,  jurisdiction,  and  school) 

• representation  by  student  population  (approximately  one  marker  for 
every  80  students) 

• gender  balance 

Teachers  who  teach  both  Social  Studies  30  and  33  should  clearly 
indicate  which  exam  they  would  prefer  to  mark. 

Inservices  and  Presentations 

Student  Evaluation  Branch  staff  is  available  to  present  workshops  or 
discussions  related  to  diploma  examinations,  interpretation  of  exam 
results,  and  other  exam-related  issues  at  ATA  Teachers’  Conventions 
and  at  the  annual  Social  Studies  Conference.  Please  call  Elana  Scraba 
at  403-427-0010  for  information  and  to  book  speakers.  To  call 
Toll-free  from  outside  of  Edmonton,  Dial  310-0000. 
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Other  Important  Documents 


Examiners  ’ Reports 


Following  the  administration  of  each  January  and  June  diploma 
examination,  the  Student  Evaluation  Branch  sends  copies  of  the 
Examiners’  Report  to  all  senior  high  schools  in  Alberta. 

The  Examiners  ’ Report  contains 

• detailed  provincial  results 

• examiners’  comments  about  student  performance  on  the  examination 

• a detailed  blueprint  of  the  examination 

• the  key  and  difficulty  level  for  each  of  the  multiple-choice  questions 

• sample  questions  accompanied  by  commentary 

The  Examiners’  Report  provides  important  information  for  teachers 
who  wish  to  interpret  their  students’  results  in  relationship  to  provincial 
results  as  an  ongoing  form  of  program  evaluation. 


Annual  Reports 


Each  year,  the  Student  Evaluation  Branch  sends  all  superintendents  and 
senior  high  school  principals  copies  of  the  Annual  Report,  Diploma 
Examinations  Program.  This  report  contains  information  about  the 
results  achieved  by  students  who  wrote  diploma  examinations  in  the 
preceding  school  year.  Each  report  also  contains  a special  study  on 
some  topic  of  interest  (e.g.  participation  rates,  results  by  gender, 
achievement  over  time). 

Additional  copies  are  available  from  the  Student  Evaluation  Branch. 
Phone:  403-427-0010  FAX:  403-422-4200.  To  call  toll-free  outside 
of  Edmonton,  Dial  310-000. 

As  of  the  1995-96  school  year,  this  report  is  available  on  the  Internet  at 
Alberta  Education’s  Web  Site  (http://ednet.edc.gov.ab.ca). 

General  Information  Bulletin 

Each  September,  the  Student  Evaluation  Branch  sends  all  senior  high 
school  principals  and  superintendents  copies  of  the  General 
Information  Bulletin,  Diploma  Examinations  Program.  This  bulletin 
provides  information,  dates,  policies,  and  rules  that  apply  to  the 
administration  of  all  diploma  examinations  for  the  school  year. 

Teachers  and  students  who  have  questions  about  such  issues  as  partial 
writings,  word-processor  policy  details,  special  provisions  for  learning 
and/or  physically  disabled  students  writing  diploma  exams,  dates  for 
exam  administration,  definitions  of  mature  students,  etc.,  should 
consult  this  bulletin. 
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Previous  Examinations 


Copies  of  previous  Social  Studies  33  January  and  June  diploma 
examinations  are  available  for  purchase  ($2.00  each)  from  the 
Learning  Resources  Distributing  Centre, 

12360-142  Street,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5L  4X9 
Phone:  403-427-7557  FAX:  403-422-9750 
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Social  Studies  33  Standards 


Objectives  of  the  Course 


Achievement  Standards 


Acceptable  Standard 


The  specific  learner  objectives  for  Social  Studies  13-23-33  are 

outlined  in  the  Program  of  Studies  (revised  May  1993)  and  in  the 

Social  Studies  13-23-33  Skill  Development  Chart. 

Social  Studies  33  students  are  expected  to  develop 

• a knowledge  and  understanding  of  the  important  characteristics  and 
historical  developments  of  the  major  political  and  economic  systems 
in  the  world 

• a knowledge  and  understanding  of  major  historical  events  of  the 
twentieth  century  and  their  impact  on  contemporary  global 
interaction 

• a knowledge  of  important  current  affairs,  especially  those  related  to 
the  knowledge  objectives  of  Social  Studies  33 

• process  skills  that  enable  them  to  acquire,  evaluate,  and  apply 
information 

• communication  skills  that  enable  them  to  effectively  communicate 
ideas  and  information  in  oral,  written,  and  visual  communication 
forms 

• participation  skills  that  enable  them  to  work  effectively  both 
individually  and  cooperatively 

• inquiry  strategies  that  enable  them  to  combine  various  skills  in  order 
to  answer  questions,  solve  problems,  and  make  decisions 


The  following  description  of  standards  will  give  students  and  teachers  a 
general  impression  of  the  levels  of  achievement  that  are  expected  of 
students  in  Social  Studies  33. 

Students  who  attain  the  acceptable  standard  in  Social  Studies  33 
receive  a final  passing  grade  of  50%  or  higher.  Students  achieving  this 
level  are  able  to  recall,  locate,  and  organize  information  as  necessary  to 
complete  clearly  defined  tasks.  They  are  capable  of  describing  and 
explaining  acquired  information  and  applying  it  to  relevant  situations 
within  a social  studies  context. 


Standard  of  Excellence 


These  students  are  able  to  express  themselves  in  concrete  terms, 
demonstrating  an  adequate  command  of  the  conventions  of  language. 
They  are  able  to  recognize  and  identify  the  significance  of  important 
historical  figures  and  events.  At  the  acceptable  standard,  students  are 
able  to  understand  the  meaning  of  basic  terms  and  concepts  such  as 
dictatorship,  individualism,  collective  security,  and  interdependence. 

They  are  also  able  to  demonstrate  fundamental  social  studies  skills  such 
as  interpreting  information  from  uncomplicated  data  sources  while 
working  independently  and  are  able  to  state  and  explain  an  idea, 
provide  an  interpretation,  or  offer  a response  to  a question  or  task. 

These  students  are  able  to  accomplish  complex  tasks  with  assistance 
such  as  teacher  guidance  or  peer  conferences,  or  with  time  to  revise 
previously  examined  work.  These  students  demonstrate  a willingness 
and  ability  to  interact  with  others  and  to  accept  viewpoints  other  than 
their  own. 

Students  who  attain  the  standard  of  excellence  in  Social  Studies  33 
receive  a mark  of  80%  or  higher.  Students  achieving  at  this  level  are 
able  to  demonstrate  independence  of  thought.  They  show  perception  in 
their  understanding  and  application  of  social  studies  content.  They  are 
able  to  relate  social  studies  concepts  such  as  ideology,  scarcity,  self- 
determination,  and  deterrence  to  historical  and  contemporary  national 
and  international  affairs.  Such  students  are  able  to  recognize  that 
complexities  exist  in  matters  such  as  bringing  about  economic  reform 
or  conducting  international  diplomacy. 

These  students  are  able  to  examine  and  assess  a variety  of  viewpoints 
on  issues  before  forming  an  opinion.  They  are  able  to  distinguish 
between  facts  and  opinions,  detect  bias  in  information,  and  distinguish 
between  relevant  and  irrelevant  information.  With  these  abilities,  the 
students,  when  faced  with  a question  or  issue,  are  able  to  examine 
evidence  and  consider  alternatives  before  making  a decision. 

Students  achieving  the  standard  of  excellence  are  able  to  express  ideas 
with  confidence  in  a clear,  coherent  form.  When  offering  ideas,  they 
are  able  to  effectively  use  factual  details  or  appropriate  information 
sources  to  provide  supporting  explanations.  These  students 
demonstrate  an  appreciation  for  the  variety  of  perspectives  and 
solutions  to  issues  and  problems,  and  are  tolerant  of  the  rights  of  others 
to  hold  and  express  alternative  opinions  and  attitudes. 
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Blueprint 


The  Social  Studies  33  diploma  examination  for  1997  is  based  on  the 
Senior  High  Program  of  Studies  for  Social  Studies  33  (revised  May 
1993).  The  examination  requires  knowledge  and  application  of 
generalizations  and  key  understandings,  concepts,  and  related  facts  and 
content  from  Topic  A and  B as  specified  in  the  Program  of  Studies. 

The  blueprint  on  the  following  page  outlines  the  design  for  the 
examination.  It  also  describes  the  categories  in  which  summary  data 
will  be  reported  to  school  jurisdictions  and  high  schools,  and  the 
percentage  that  each  portion  of  the  examination  contributes  to  the  total 
examination  mark.  This  information  is  presented  in  detail  in  the 
Examiners’  Reports  distributed  following  the  January  and  June 
examination  administrations. 

It  is  important  to  note  that  the  designations  Topic  A and  Topic  B 
do  not  imply  the  order  in  which  the  examination  will  be  organized. 
An  examination  may  begin  with  either  Topic  A or  Topic  B 
questions  and  writing  assignments. 


Multiple-Choice  Questions 


Description 


The  multiple-choice  questions  in  the  exam  are  based  on  the 
generalizations,  key  understandings,  concepts,  and  related  facts  from 
Topic  A and  Topic  B of  the  Social  Studies  33  Program  of  Studies. 

These  questions  require  students  to  recall  information  and  then  go 
beyond  simple  recall  to  apply  knowledge  and  thinking  skills.  Students 
must  demonstrate  that  they  understand  social  studies  concepts;  that 
they  understand  historical,  political,  and  economic  relationships;  and 
that  they  can  interpret  and  evaluate  social  studies  information  and 
ideas.  Most  of  the  questions  require  both  recall  of  knowledge  and 
application  of  process  skills;  some  questions  are  relatively 
straightforward  and  others  are  more  complex.  The  level  of  difficulty 
varies  from  question  to  question,  as  does  the  knowledge  and  skill 
required  to  answer  each  question. 

Each  multiple-choice  question  has  a value  of  one  mark,  for  a total  of  60 
marks.  Each  question  is  classified  in  two  ways;  according  to  the 
curricular  content  area  (topic)  being  tested  and  according  to  the 
knowledge  and  skills  required  to  answer  the  question. 

Samples  of  field-tested  multiple-choice  questions  are  included  on  pages 
13  to  17.  Following  each  question  is  a summary  indicating  the 
curricular  emphasis,  keyed  response,  and  the  percentage  of  students 
from  field  testing  who  chose  the  keyed  response. 
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Sample  Multiple-Choice  Questions 


1.  To  offer  people  total  freedom  without  any  government  restrictions  would  lead  to  disorder 
and  anarchy. 

This  opinion  supports  the  idea  that  most  people 

A.  do  not  wish  to  live  in  a completely  free  society 
*B.  require  some  outside  control  over  their  actions 

C.  need  to  be  strictly  controlled  by  the  state  at  all  times 

D.  can  be  trusted  to  behave  in  a civilized  manner  most  of  the  time 


Topic: 

A 

Comments 

Theme: 

I,  Political  Systems 

Question  1 requires  students  to  demonstrate  an 

Concept: 

Human  Rights 

understanding  of  the  underlying  assumption 

**  Difficulty: 

64% 

expressed  in  the  italicized  statement. 

* Keyed  response 

**  The  difficulty  is  the  percentage  of  students  who  selected  the  keyed  response  when  the  item  was  field 
tested.  The  higher  this  percentage  is,  the  easier  the  question  is. 


2.  In  most  democracies,  legal  protection  of  civil  liberties  serves  to 

A.  ensure  long-term  political  stability 

B.  preserve  the  power  of  the  ruling  elite 

C.  provide  citizens  with  complete  freedom 

*D.  guarantee  individual  rights  and  freedoms 

Topic:  A 

Comments 

Theme:  I,  Political  Systems 

Question  2 requires  students  to  demonstrate 

Concept:  Democracy 

knowledge  of  an  essential  feature  of  democratic 

Difficulty:  79% 

government — the  preservation  of  civil  liberties. 
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Use  the  following  headlines  to  answer  questions  3 and  4. 


Finance 

Minister 

Proposes 

Cuts  to 

Welfare 

Payments 


eUv^ 


3.  Which  newspaper  headline  presents  a cause  of  the  other  three? 

A.  The  Daily 

B.  The  Times 
*C.  The  Leader 

D.  The  Enquirer 

Comments 

Topic:  A 

Question  3 requires  students  to  recognize  a 

Theme:  II,  Economic  Systems 

cause  and  effect  relationship.  Students  must 

Concept:  Government  Intervention 

bring  to  this  question  an  understanding  of  recent 

Difficulty:  82% 

trends  in  government  fiscal  affairs. 
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4.  The  headlines  in  The  Daily  and  The  Enquirer  represent  attempts  by  political 
leaders  to 

A.  raise  revenue  from  taxpayers  and  business 

B.  inspire  consumer  confidence  in  the  economy 
*C.  control  the  deficit  through  spending  reductions 

D.  discourage  business  investment  and  productivity 


Topic: 

A 

Comments 

Theme: 

II,  Economic  Systems 

Question  4 requires  students  to  demonstrate  an 

Concept: 

Government  Intervention 

understanding  of  the  underlying  motive  for  the 

Difficulty: 

o 

00 

actions  indicated  in  two  of  the  four  sources. 

5.  Capitalist  systems  are  most  successful  at  providing  people  with 

A.  income  equality 
*B.  consumer  choice 

C.  economic  security 

D.  economic  stability 

Topic:  A 

Comments 

Theme:  D,  Economic  Systems 

Question  5 requires  students  to  demonstrate 

Concept:  Private  Enterprise 

an  understanding  of  a commonly  perceived 

Difficulty:  42% 

benefit  of  capitalist  economic  systems. 
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Use  the  following  time-line  to  answer  question  6. 

Time-line  of  Events  Leading  to  the  Second  World  War 

Germany 

Remilitarizes  Germany  Unites  Germany  Annexes  the 

the  Rhineland  with  Austria  Czech  Sudetenland 


1936  1938  1938  1939 


6.  Which  phrase  correctly  completes  the  time-line? 

A.  Germany  Joins  the  Axis  Alliance 
*B.  Germany  Invades  Western  Poland 
C.  Germany  Quits  the  League  of  Nations 

D.  Germany  Attacks  Belgium,  Holland,  and  France 

Topic:  B 

Comments 

Theme:  I,  Interaction  Among  Nations 

Question  6 requires  students  to  recall  the 

(1919-1945) 

chronological  order  of  selected  events 

Concept:  Aggression 

Difficulty:  63% 

leading  to  the  start  of  the  Second  World  War. 

7.  The  massive  Canadian  war  effort  between  1939  and  1945  involved  many  women  taking 

important  roles 

*A.  producing  war  materials 

B.  creating  military  strategy 

C.  providing  political  leadership 

D.  conducting  scientific  research 

Topic:  B 

Comments 

Theme:  II,  Interaction  Among  Nations 

Question  7 was  very  easy  for  field-tested 

(1919-1945) 

students.  Students  were  required  to 

Concept:  Total  War 

demonstrate  an  understanding  of  the  role  of 

Difficulty:  91% 

Canadian  women  during  the  Second  World  War. 
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Use  the  following  diagram  to  answer  question  8. 


1959 

This  nation’s  ruler  is 
overthrown  by  a group 
of  revolutionaries. 

1961 

American-supported 
invasion  fails  to 
overthrow  the  new 
government  of  this 
nation. 

1962 

Soviet  military  actions  in 
this  nation  lead  to  a major 
diplomatic  crisis  with  the 
United  States. 

w 

w 

Nation 

9 


8.  Which  nation  is  indicated  by  the  diagram? 

*A.  Cuba 

B.  China 

C.  Vietnam 

D.  Germany 

Topic:  B 

Comments 

Theme:  II,  The  Rise  of  the  Superpowers 

Question  8 requires  students  to  use  information 

and  the  Emergence  of  the  United 

from  the  source  to  stimulate  their  recollection  of 

Nations  (1946-1979) 

the  nation  described. 

Concept:  Spheres  of  Influence 

Difficulty:  54% 

9.  Which  two  nations  have  faced  international  economic  sanctions  designed  to  end  human 
rights’  violations? 

A.  Japan  and  Spain 

B.  Kuwait  and  Brazil 

C.  China  and  Mexico 
*D.  South  Africa  and  Haiti 

Topic:  B 

Comments 

Theme:  III,  Interactions  in  the 

Question  9 requires  students  to  demonstrate 

Contemporary  World 

a knowledge  of  contemporary  efforts  to 

(1975  to  Present) 

sanction  nations  that  have  violated  human  rights. 

Concept:  Human  Rights 

Difficulty:  59% 
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Teacher-Scored 
Writing  Assignments 


Description 


The  Social  Studies  33  diploma  examination  contains  four  short  writing 
assignments.  The  writing  assignments  are  distributed  throughout  the 
examination.  Each  assignment  is  related  to  the  preceding  section  of 
multiple-choice  questions  to  form  a conceptual  “package.”  It  is 
intended  that  students  complete  writing  assignments  as  they  proceed 
through  the  examination. 

Each  writing  assignment  requires  students  to  express  ideas  related  to 
the  assigned  task,  and  to  explain  and  support  the  ideas  with  specific 
illustrative  examples.  Students  are  encouraged  to  use  the  related 
multiple-choice  questions  and  source  materials  to  provide  a 
stimulus  for  writing;  however,  for  successful  writing,  it  is  necessary 
to  expand  and  add  to  this  information,  rather  than  to  rely  on  it  as 
the  sole  basis  for  a response. 


Samples  I and  II:  Contemporary  Issues 

Two  writing  assignments  on  each  examination  (one  for  Topic  A and 
one  for  Topic  B)  require  students  to  express  and  support  ideas  in 
reference  to  a contemporary  issue.  The  issues  chosen  will  be  of  a local, 
regional,  national,  or  international  nature  relevant  to  the  curricular 
focus  of  Social  Studies  33.  Two  examples  follow  on  pages  20  to  27.  A 
variety  of  stimuli  for  writing,  such  as  a newspaper  story  or  editorial,  an 
opinion  survey,  a candidate’s  forum,  or  other  appropriate  written  or 
visual  information  may  be  used. 


Sample  III:  Comprehension  of  Generalizations/Concepts 

A second  assignment  format  requires  students  to  use  internalized 
knowledge  together  with  ideas  and  information  gathered  from  related 
questions,  to  demonstrate  their  comprehension  of  a social  studies 
concept  or  generalization.  These  assignments  focus  on  the  “what,” 
“why,”  and  “how”  of  either  political  and  economic  systems,  or 
twentieth  century  history,  and  are  drawn  from  either  Topic  A or  Topic 
B.  An  example  of  this  assignment  format  is  presented  as  Sample  III  on 
page  28. 
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Sample  IV:  Interpretation  of  Visual  Images 


The  third  assignment  format  requires  students  to  respond  to  two  visual 
images  by  discussing  what  ideas  the  images  communicate  regarding  a 
specific  area  of  social  studies  content.  The  visuals  used  will  offer 
images  related  to  a common  concept  such  as  economic  wealth,  political 
activism,  or  international  relations.  The  curricular  focus  of  this 
assignment  format  will  vary  from  examination  to  examination  to 
include  areas  of  study  from  both  Topic  A and  Topic  B.  Visual  images 
may  include  photographs,  propaganda  posters,  cartoons,  or  other 
appropriate  sources.  An  example  of  this  assignment  format  is 
presented  as  Sample  IV  on  pages  29  to  31  of  this  bulletin. 


Sample  Writing  Assignments 

Taken  together,  the  assignments  included  in  this  bulletin  represent  a 
sample  of  the  writing  tasks  that  a student  completing  a Social  Studies 
33  diploma  examination  can  be  expected  to  complete.  In  preparation 
for  the  diploma  examination,  teachers  should  remind  students  that 
there  are  four  writing  assignments,  each  requiring  the  same  level  of 
effort  and  time  commitment. 

Each  of  these  four  assignments  has  been  field  tested  twice. 

All  four  writing  assignments  are  scored  using  the  same  scoring 
categories  and  descriptors.  These  are  provided  on  pages  32  and  33. 
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Sample  I 


Use  the  following  information  to  answer  questions  11  to  14  on  page  21, 
and  to  complete  the  writing  assignment  on  page  22. 


During  a public  forum  in  a recent  federal  election  campaign, 
four  candidates  were  asked  to  answer  the  following  question: 


Do  Canadians 
have  adequate  rights 
and  freedoms? 


Candidate  I 

“People  want  rights  and  freedoms  but  not  if  it 
means  that  people  will  feel  unsafe  in  their  own 
homes  or  on  the  street.  1 think  that  government 

could  go  too  far  if  it  expanded 
individual  rights.  The  present 
situation  is  a good 
balance.  ” 


Candidate  II 

“ The  government  already  protects  many  rights 
and  freedoms  for  the  average  Canadian. 
Unfortunately,  not  everyone  is  ‘ average . ’ The 
government  must  ensure 
that  every  Canadian  is 
guaranteed  the  same  rights 
and  freedoms,  by  providing 
more  protection  for  groups  in 
society  suffering  from 
discrimination  and  prejudice.  ’’ 


Candidate  III 

“I  support  the  rights  of  individuals  to  be  secure. 

The  government  has  gone  too  far  in  expanding  the 
people’s  rights.  I think  that  people  who  threaten  our 
security  are  too  protected  by 
current  laws.  The  government 
needs  to  have  the  power  to 
deal  with  people  who  threaten 
public  safety.  ” 


Candidate  IV 

“History  has  shown  that  people  must  always  be 
guaranteed  basic  rights  and  freedoms.  There  are  many 
examples  of  terrible  situations  where  people  were 
hurt  by  governments  that 
had  no  limit  on  their 
power.  I believe  that  the 
government  should  provide  the 
maximum  number  of  rights  and 
freedom  for  all  as  long  as  no 
one  can  step  on  the  rights 
of  others.  ” 
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Sample  I (continued) 


11.  All  four  speakers  agree  that  Canadians 

*A.  need  some  protection  of  their  rights  and  freedoms 

B.  are  too  concerned  with  their  rights  and  freedoms 

C.  enjoy  more  freedoms  than  any  other  society 

D.  have  too  many  rights  and  freedoms 


12.  Which  candidate  would  most  likely  support  stricter  punishment  for  young  offenders? 

A.  Candidate  I 

B.  Candidate  II 

*C.  Candidate  III 

D.  Candidate  IV 


13.  On  the  political  spectrum  below,  which  candidates  would  be  closest  to  the  two  positions  shown? 


liberal  conservative 


A. 

B. 

C. 
*D. 


Candidate  I 
Candidate  II 
Candidate  III 
Candidate  IV 


Candidate  III 
Candidate  I 
Candidate  IV 
Candidate  III 


14.  Which  example  could  Candidate  IV  best  use  to  illustrate  a “terrible  situation”? 

A.  Policies  of  the  Weimar  Republic  in  Germany,  1920s 

B.  Policies  of  the  Roosevelt  government  in  the  United  States,  1930s 
*C.  Actions  of  Joseph  Stalin  in  the  Soviet  Union,  1930s 

D.  Actions  of  Margaret  Thatcher  in  Great  Britain,  1980s 
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Sample  I ( continued ) 

Writing  Assignment  I 


Suggested  time:  15-20  min. 


You  have  just  left  a public  forum  for  the  upcoming  federal  election.  Four  candidates  debated  the 
question  “Do  Canadians  have  adequate  rights  and  freedoms?”  Consider  the  candidates’  responses 
on  page  20. 

Which  candidate  would  you  vote  for?  Why? 

Write  a composition  in  which  you 

• identify  your  choice  of  candidate 

• explain  your  choice  by  providing  valid  reasons 


Reminders  for  Writing 

• Remember  that  the  candidates’  responses  on  page  20  and  questions  1 1 to  14  have  information  that 
might  help  you  with  your  composition. 

• Plan  your  composition. 

• Support  your  explanation  with  reasons. 

• Organize  your  ideas  and  support. 

• Correct  any  errors  that  you  find  in  your  writing. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  finished  work. 

For  Ideas  and  Planning 
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Sample  I (continued) 


For  Finished  Work 
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Sample  II 


Use  the  following  fictitious  newspaper  article  to  answer  questions  15  to  17 
and  to  complete  the  writing  assignment  on  page  26. 


Defence  minister  considers  ending 
Canada’s  United  Nations 
peacekeeping  role! 


Ottawa  During  a House  of  Commons 
debate  yesterday,  the  Minister  of  Defence 
revealed  that  the  government  is  seriously 
considering  ending  Canadian  participation 
in  United  Nations  peacekeeping  and 
humanitarian  missions.  The  Minister’s 
comments  came  during  Question  Period 
when  the  Opposition  asked  about  the 
government’s  plans  to  reorganize  the 
military  in  light  of  recent  budget  cuts.  The 
Minister  responded  by  saying,  “Canada 
has  a long  history  of  peacekeeping  in  the 
United  Nations.  All  Canadians  can  be 
justifiably  proud  of  this  tradition. 

However,  we  must  face  financial  reality — 
peacekeeping  is  a costly  obligation.  The 
current  budget  crunch  makes  it  one 
obligation  we  may  no  longer  be  able  to 
afford.”  Under  further  questioning,  the 
Minister  added,  “Perhaps  it  is  time  for 
other  nations  to  make  a stronger 
commitment  to  international  peace,  and 
take  over  some  of  the  responsibilities  that 
Canada  has  assumed  for  so  long.” 

The  reaction  of  Members  of  Parliament  to 
the  announcement  was  mixed.  The  Leader 
of  the  Official  Opposition  called  it 
“.  . . a dark  day  for  Canada,  when  we  even  consider  such  a possibility”  and  asked,  “How 
can  we  abandon  people  in  crisis  situations?”  By  contrast,  a government  backbencher 
commented,  “It’s  about  time  we  concentrate  on  national  problems  before  trying  to  solve 
the  world’s  problems.  Why  should  our  peacekeepers  risk  their  lives  in  conflicts  that  are 
of  little  concern  to  many  Canadians?” 

It  is  expected  that  the  Minister’s  comments  about  Canadian  peacekeeping  will  cause 
many  Canadians  to  react  strongly.  Members  of  Parliament  are  expecting  to  be  flooded 
with  letters  from  concerned  constituents. 


Canadian  peacekeeper  on  duty. 
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Sample  II  ( continued ) 

15.  The  newspaper  article  indicates  that  the  Canadian  government  is  reconsidering  its  commitment  to 

A.  economic  cooperation 

*B.  collective  security 

C.  political  neutrality 

D.  military  alliances 


16.  According  to  the  article,  why  is  the  government  considering  ending  Canada’s  peacekeeping  role? 

A.  Other  UN  members  have  called  for  a reduction  in  Canada’s  peacekeeping  role. 

*B.  Economic  concerns  in  Canada  have  created  pressure  to  re-evaluate  government  spending. 

C.  The  Canadian  public  has  expressed  growing  concern  about  the  dangers  that 
peacekeepers  face. 

D.  Opposition  parties  have  pressured  the  government  to  reduce  Canada’s  UN  commitments. 


17.  A citizen  who  is  committed  to  Canada’s  traditional  UN  role  would  agree  most  strongly  with 
comments  in  the  article  made  by  the 

A.  author  of  the  article 

B.  Minister  of  Defence 

C.  government  backbencher 

*D.  Leader  of  the  Official  Opposition 
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Sample  II  (continued) 

Writing  Assignment  II 


Suggested  time:  15-20  min. 


The  newspaper  article  on  page  24  and  questions  15  to  17  focus  on  Canada’s  role  in  maintaining 
global  security.  Canadian  citizens  have  a wide  variety  of  viewpoints  on  the  role  that  Canada  should 
play  in  the  international  community. 

Should  Canada  end  its  commitment  to  United  Nations 
peacekeeping?  Why  or  why  not? 

Write  a letter  to  Canada’s  Minister  of  Defence  in  which  you 

• express  agreement  or  disagreement  with  the  Minister  of  Defence’s  position 

• use  specific  examples  to  support  your  explanation 


Reminders  for  Writing 

• Remember  that  the  newspaper  article  on  page  24  and  questions  15  to  17  have  information  that  might 
help  you  with  your  letter. 

• Plan  your  letter. 

• Support  your  explanation. 

• Organize  your  ideas  and  support. 

• Correct  any  errors  that  you  find  in  your  writing. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  finished  work. 

• Letter  format  has  been  provided  beginning  on  page  27. 

• Sign  your  letter  KELLY  LEE. 


For  Ideas  and  Planning 
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Sample  II  (continued) 


For  Finished  Work 


January  24,  1997 

Minister  of  National  Defence 
National  Defence  Headquarters 
M.  Gen.  George  R.  Pearkes  Bldg. 
101  Colonel  By  Drive 
Ottawa,  ON  K1A0K2 

Dear  Sir: 


(page  1 of  2) 
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Sample  III 

Writing  Assignment  III  Suggested  time:  15-20  min. 


Questions  □ to  □ focus  on  some  of  the  events  and  developments  that  occurred  during  the  Cold 
War.  During  this  period,  despite  the  fact  that  relations  between  the  superpowers  were  often  strained, 
the  United  States  and  the  Soviet  Union  did  manage  to  avoid  a third  World  War. 

Why  has  there  not  been  another  world  war  since  1945? 

Write  a composition  in  which  you 

• explain  why  there  has  not  been  another  world  war  since  1945 

• support  your  explanation 

Reminders  for  Writing 

• Remember  that  questions  CD  t0  CD  have  information  that  might  help  you  with  your  composition. 

• Plan  your  composition. 

• Support  your  explanation. 

• Organize  your  ideas  and  your  support. 

• Correct  any  errors  that  you  find  in  your  writing. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  finished  work. 

For  Ideas  and  Planning 


(The  examination  booklet  will  provide  two  lined  pages  for  finished  work.) 
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Sample  IV 


Use  the  following  photographs  to  answer  questions  18  and  19 
and  to  complete  the  writing  assignment  on  page  31. 

Photograph  I 


“The  German  Reich  will  last  for  a thousand 
years.”  — Adolf  Hitler 


Photograph  II 


Germans  looking  at  a sculpture  created  in  1983  called  The  Shattered 
Swastika. 


Sample  IV  (continued) 

18.  Photograph  I illustrates  which  method  of  generating  mass  support  for  Hitler’s  Nazi  Party? 

A.  Force  and  intimidation 
*B.  Symbolism  and  pageantry 

C.  Scapegoating  of  state  enemies 

D.  Direction  of  popular  discontent 


19.  Photograph  II  suggests  that  the  artist  who  created  the  sculpture 

*A.  regrets  Germany’s  Nazi  past 

B.  continues  to  support  Nazi  beliefs 

C.  is  unaware  of  Germany’s  Nazi  era 

D.  wants  the  Nazi  past  to  be  forgotten 
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Sample  IV  ( continued ) 

Writing  Assignment  IV  Suggested  time:  15-20  min. 


The  photographs  on  page  29  provide  information  about  the  Nazi  dictatorship  in  Germany  during  the 
height  of  its  success  before  and  during  the  Second  World  War  and  long  after  its  downfall. 

What  idea(s)  do  the  photographs  convey  about  the  rise  and  fall  of 

Nazi  Germany? 

Write  a composition  in  which  you 

• identify  and  explain  the  idea(s)  conveyed  by  the  photographs 

• refer  to  specific  details  in  the  photographs  to  support  your  explanation 


Reminders  for  Writing 

• Remember  that  questions  18  and  19  have  information  that  might  help  you  with  your  composition. 

• Plan  your  composition. 

• Support  your  explanation. 

• Organize  your  ideas  and  your  support. 

• Correct  any  errors  that  you  find  in  your  writing. 

• Use  blue  or  black  ink  for  your  finished  work. 


For  Ideas  and  Planning 


(The  examination  booklet  will  provide  two  lined  pages  for  finished  work.) 
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Scoring  Categories  and  Criteria  for  1997* 


Markers  are  reminded  that  students  are  working  under  examination 
conditions,  have  completed  first  draft  compositions,  and  are  responsible 
for  four  writing  assignments..  Markers  are  also  reminded  that  students 
are  expected  to  use  social  studies  content  in  their  responses. 


1.  Ideas  and  Support  (7.5  marks/1 0) 


When  marking  Ideas  and  Support , the  marker  should  ask  these  questions: 

• How  thoughtful  are  the  ideas  and  explanations? 

• How  specific,  relevant,  and  accurate  is  the  support? 

• How  well  does  the  student  understand  the  assigned  tasks? 

• Does  the  support  include  the  application  of  social  studies  content? 


Excellent:  Ideas  and  explanations  are  thoughtful  and  thorough.  Support  is 
specific,  relevant,  and  accurate.  The  writer  demonstrates  a confident  and 
perceptive  understanding  of  the  assigned  task. 

Competent:  Ideas  and  explanations  are  appropriate  and  purposeful.  Support 
is  relevant  and  appropriate,  but  may  contain  some  minor  factual  error.  The 
writer  demonstrates  a competent  and  clear  understanding  of  the  assigned  task. 

Satisfactory:  Ideas  and  explanations  are  general  and  straightforward.  Support 
is  relevant,  general,  and/or  incompletely  developed.  The  support  may  contain 
minor  errors  in  content.  The  writer  demonstrates  an  acceptable  understanding 
of  the  assigned  task. 

Limited:  Ideas  and/or  explanations  are  limited  and  overgeneralized  or 
redundant,  but  discernible.  The  support  is  superficial  and  may  not  always  be 
relevant.  The  support  may  contain  significant  errors  in  content.  The  writer 
demonstrates  a limited  understanding  of  the  assigned  task. 

Poor:  Ideas  and/or  explanations  are  minimal  and/or  tangential.  Support,  if 
present,  is  superficial,  incomplete,  and/or  marginally  relevant.  Errors  in 
content  are  commonplace.  The  writer  demonstrates  a minimal  understanding 
of  the  assigned  task. 

INS:  Insufficient  is  a special  category.  It  is  not  an  indicator  of  quality.  It 
should  be  assigned  to  papers  that  do  not  contain  a discernible  attempt  to 
address  the  task  presented  in  the  assignment  or  that  are  too  brief  to  assess  in 
this  or  the  other  scoring  category. 

* Please  note  that  these  criteria  reflect  revisions  made  subsequent  to  the  1996  marking 
sessions.  These  criteria  will  be  used  throughout  1997. 
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2.  Communication  of  Ideas  (2.5  marks/10 ) 


When  marking  Communication  of  Ideas , the  marker  should  consider  the 

• organization  and  coherence  of  the  writing 

• correctness  and  appropriateness  of  word  choice 

• correctness  of  the  mechanics  of  writing  (punctuation,  spelling, 
capitalization) 

• correctness  of  sentence  construction  (completeness,  clarity) 

• correctness  of  the  grammar  (agreement  of  subject-verb,  pronoun- 
antecedent  agreement,  consistency  of  tense) 


Excellent:  The  writing  is  effectively  organized.  Vocabulary  is  specific, 
accurate,  and  effective.  The  writer  demonstrates  confident  control  of  sentence 
construction,  grammar,  and  mechanics.  The  writing  is  fluent. 

Competent:  The  writing  is  competently  organized.  Vocabulary  is  specific, 
accurate,  and  appropriate.  The  writer  demonstrates  competent  control  of 
sentence  construction,  grammar,  and  mechanics.  The  writing  is  clear. 

Satisfactory:  The  writing  is  functionally  organized.  Vocabulary  is  clear  and 
generally  accurate,  but  not  specific.  The  writer  demonstrates  a satisfactory 
control  of  sentence  construction,  grammar,  and  mechanics.  Minor  errors  do 
not  interfere  with  communication.  The  writing  is  clear. 

Limited:  The  writing  is  discemibly  organized,  but  the  ordering  is  inconsistent. 
Vocabulary  is  general  and/or  imprecise  and/or  inappropriate.  The  writer 
demonstrates  a faltering  control  of  sentence  construction,  grammar,  and 
mechanics.  The  writing  is  uneven  and/or  incomplete. 

Poor:  The  writing  is  disorganized.  The  selection  and  use  of  vocabulary  is 
ineffective  and  frequently  incorrect.  A lack  of  control  of  sentence 
construction,  grammar,  and  mechanics  is  demonstrated.  The  writing  is  unclear. 


Proportion  of  error  to  length  and  complexity  of 
response  must  also  be  considered. 
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Credits 


Photograph  on  page  24  from  Canada  Today  (Prentice-Hall 
Canada,  Inc.)  Negative  number  ISC84-339A  reprinted  by 
permission  of  Department  of  National  Defense. 

Photograph  on  top  of  page  29  from  Experiencing  History,  Nazi 
Germany  (Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  Canada).  Reprinted  by 
permission  of  the  Bettman  Archive. 

Photograph  on  bottom  of  page  29  from  Experiencing  History, 
Nazi  Germany  (Harcourt  Brace  Jovanovich,  Canada).  Reprinted 
by  permission  of  Canapress  Photo  Service. 
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